highest importance indeed, and indissolubly connected with the very foundation of psychological medicine. Were we to attempt to give the general character of this work, we should describe it as a laborious philosophical disquisition upon the etiology of mental diseases. No part of the great subject of insanity can be more important than this, none more urgently needs elucidation, and none more demands the highest powers of the psychologist and the practised skill of the physician. In the execution of our task of presenting our readers with an account of M. Renaudin's labours, we shall certainly fail in conveying an adequate conception of the great acumen, accurate reasoning, and extensive research displayed by the author. But we may hope to succeed in compressing within the narrow limits of a review his leading ideas, and to exhibit some of their most important bearings. We also believe that those who shall derive an imperfect apprehension of the interest of M. Renaudin's essays from our analysis and observations, will seek in the original for fuller satisfaction. In this event, our failing will be as serviceable as our success.
The fundamental principle of M. Renaudin consists in the proposition that it is impossible in the study of mental alienation to disregard either the psychical or the somatic element of man, and that it is equally irrational to attempt to exaggerate the importance of either element at the expense of the other. It is impossible, he observes, to isolate the moral being from the psychical being ; man is a psychicosomatic duality which must be considered in its entirety under the penalty of falling into the most serious errors. Every other manner of seeing only ends in the creation of a phantasy which bends more or less to such and such a system, but which never represents the entity, from which it always differs in some salient point. When man is insane, it is not by a single part that he goes wrong; all his existence is more or less interested. He is diseased in the physical as well as in the moral element, in different proportions in different cases, but never to the exclusion of either of the two elements which make up one existence. It is on this fundamental idea that depends the differential diagnosis of insanity ; and it is by taking this for our point of departure that we shall succeed in disengaging from the midst of the odd existences of which society presents such numerous examples, the pathological element of ordinary eccentricities or of criminal perverseness.
It is on this principle of psychico-somatic duality that rests the appreciation of the many phenomena that present themselves to us in a lunatic asylum. In all the phenomena of normal psychical life we observe two features so inherent to the human nature that every language possesses special terms for the irdesignation. We mean sensation, and the transformation of sensation into conception ; re-action and its transformation into action. It is in the mode of evolution and of suc- cession of these facts that we discover certain pathognomonic signs, by the aid of which diagnosis may acquire a degree of precision especially indispensable in medico-legal inquiries. In the state of reason there is a perfect correlation between the four terms of this proportion, which is the general formula of our existence. The error that may arise under the influence of one of them is corrected by another, when the physiological state is normal. From this basis is deduced the definition of mental alienation, which M. Renaudin takes to consist in a lesion of the sensibility or in its abnormal exercise, over-ruling more or less the patient's will, and destroying wholly or in part the moral freedom, the basis of reason and of all moral responsibility.
The " Man is not a tabula rasa upon which we can inscribe any characters we please. Anteriorly to all education, there exists psychicosomatic predispositions which must be taken into account; and many friends have had to pay dearly for the adoption of an a priori exclusive system settled before the birth of the child. From the commencement education is exclusively physical, and is summed up in two primordial indications, which must never be lost sight of, even throughout the whole course of existence; the normal and harmonious development of all the parts of the organism, and the direction of this development into habits fitted to ensure its regular play. We must at first avoid opposing to the aimless mobility which characterizes the infant a coercion antipathic to its nature, and more calculated to increase its native irritability at the expense of the locomotive system, the development of which ought to be encouraged in order to counterbalance the predominance of the nervous system, which is too easily impressionable at this epoch of life. It is to the defect of equilibrium between those two essential elements that we must attribute those numerous nervous and convulsive affections of early infancy which, as much as heredity, are a predisposition remote, but almost certain, to the ulterior development of mental alienation."
The influence of education is admirably discussed. If we were, however, to hazard an opinion upon the author's doctrines upon this subject, we should be disposed to object that he has exaggerated the effect of education in the production of insanity. That a badly-directed education may tend to develop unduly either the mental or physical element at the expense of the other cannot be doubted, but that mental alienation should frequently take its origin from this point of primitive departure is not easy of demonstration. Even in cases supposed to be of this nature, were a rigorous analysis possible, it is highly probable that we should, for the most part, discover an antecedent insane actuality, rendering the individual peculiarly susceptible to the operation of disturbing causes. To maintain that education has an absolute potential influence in the production of insanity is to maintain that all mankind are hanging in the balance between sanity and insanity. It is certain that no amount of error and vice in education will evoke positive insanity in some organizations. With these passages we must conclude our analysis of M. Renaudin's present series of essays. We cannot better show the high opinion we have formed of their merit, and of the instruction they convey upon some of the most initial, and therefore most difficult and important questions in medico-psychology, than by expressing an earnest hope that the author will not long defer the fulfilment of his promise to publish a continuation of his researches.
